
Budapest

A city that graces both sides of a legendary river, crossed by a succession of regal bridges. At night, the lights on the
monuments and bridges gleam in the dark like jewels. Grand, tree-lined boulevards and neoclassical buildings from the
19th century. Neighborhoods with winding, narrow, cobblestone streets from medieval times. Antique-filled flea markets,
fascinating book stores, inviting cafés with strong coffee and sweet confections, museums and concerts to delight the
eye and ear.

    

  Why not visit Budapestâ€™s famous Ecseri market with usâ€¦

 

Distinctive Flavor 

Budapest offers the sophisticated traveler the familiarity of European culture with a tantalizingly distinctive Hungarian
flavor. You see it in the domed baths, originally built by Turks during 150 years of occupation, and in the Eclectic style of
turn-of-the-century architecture throughout the city. You taste it in the complex cuisine influenced by the Magyar founders
from Central Asia, Turks, Serbs, Austrians and French. You hear it in the folk music and unpronounceable language,
unlike any other. (In Budapest, though, you will find many who speak English, particularly among the young.) And you
especially feel it in the verve, the humor and the sparkle of the people. 

 

 

When you visit Hungary, you not only see monuments and reminders of the past, you are actually witnessing history in
the making. As it seeks to weave a new richer tapestry of Hungarian culture, the nation is reviving the traditions of the
pre-Communist era - some as fundamental as religious instruction, others as frivolous as the glittering New Year's ball.
It's exciting to watch a country creating a new future and asserting a new self. 

   

The city known as Budapest is actually three cities: Óbuda, the oldest section, with Celtic and Roman ruins, on the Buda
side of the Danube; Buda among the gently rolling hills on the western bank, famous for its historic Castle Hill and
beautiful residential area; and bustling Pest with its shopping, government and commercial districts on the flat plain of the
east bank.
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